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    PDFs could be opened without a tap after downloading with a new settings toggle


            
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
    
        
    
                                
                                    
                                                                                                                        
                                                        

        
            
                
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                    
                                
                                    
                            
            
        
    


    
            
    
            
            

    
    
        
    
            
                    

                            

                    
                                                        
            
            
    
                                    
            
    
               
    
                    
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
                                                    
                        
    
                                                                            
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
               
    
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
                                                        
                                
                                
                                                
            
        
    
                                                                                
            

    
    
        
    
            
    
            
    
        
            
    
    
    
        
    
                                                                                
            

    

    
    
                
                                    






    

    Readers like you help support Android Police. When you make a purchase using links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Read More.




    

                    Summary

        
                        	
                        Android users can currently open PDFs on Google Chrome for desktop using the Chrome PDF Viewer plug-in, while the mobile version redirects to the Google Drive PDF viewer or requires the Google PDF Viewer app.
            
	
                        A new flag in Chrome Canary for Android suggests that PDFs will soon open automatically after download, saving the time and effort of navigating through the Download Manager.
            
	
                        The feature is currently exclusive to Chrome Canary version 122, which is considered unstable, but users who frequently interact with PDFs may find it convenient to install as a secondary browser.
            




        
    

            Android devices are versatile in their ability to handle multiple file types and extensions, mostly using the vast catalog of apps available on the Play Store. PDFs are among the most widely circulated file formats because they are platform-agnostic, and don’t require specialized software for access. The world’s most popular web browser, Google Chrome can access and open PDF files on desktop and Android, but a new flag in Chrome Canary for Android suggests PDFs will soon open automatically after the download is completed.

                    Right off the bat, it is important to note that Google Chrome can open PDFs on desktop through the Chrome PDF Viewer plug-in, with the file location appearing in the address bar. However, the mobile version of the browser doesn’t support plug-ins and redirects to the Google Drive PDF viewer by default. Alternatively, Android users can install the Google PDF Viewer app to open that file format (works on select devices).

        



    



                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
    
    
        
                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                    
                                                
                        

        
    

    
                
                
    
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                


                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                    
                                                
                        

        
    

    
                
                
    
        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
    
        

            
                
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                            
                                        
                
                                                                
        

                                


                    

                            

        

    
            
            Close
            
                
                    
                    

                    

                    

                

            

        

    
    

            While Chrome’s method of accessing PDF files on Android isn’t changing, feature researcher @Leopeva64 on X (formerly Twitter) recently spotted a new flag in the Canary build, changing how PDFs are handled by the Chrome download manager. Enabling this flag should automatically open PDF files as soon as they are downloaded.

        


    

        
                                chrome://flags/#open-download-dialog

        

        
    

            In the current stable version of the browser, PDFs just sit in the list of downloaded files until you access them through the Downloads option in the three-dot overflow menu. Since PDFs usually contain written matter or visual content you may want to access as soon as it is available, auto-opening downloaded PDFs could save you some time and effort. We tested it out and found that if you have a reasonably fast internet connection and the PDF file isn’t too big, tapping the download link feels just like tapping a shortcut to open the document.

                    That said, the flag controlling this feature is exclusive to Chrome Canary version 122, currently available on the Play Store. Google cautions against using Canary for everyday use because it may contain bugs, leaving it prone to frequent crashes. However, if you interact with PDF files regularly on your Android device, you could consider installing Chrome Canary as a secondary browser just for this convenience, because Google’s timeline for fusing this feature into the stable version of the browser is anybody’s best guess.
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            Chandraveer, a seasoned mechanical design engineer turned tech news writer, brings over three years of rich experience in consumer tech journalism to the table, having contributed to websites like iPhoneHacks and Gizbot previously.



At Android Police, he primarily focuses on unraveling the intricate tapestry of UI and UX changes across various apps, delving deep into custom launchers, Android theming, and social media platforms. He dutifully keeps readers abreast of the latest news developments, but also lends a hand with deals coverage, showcasing his versatility in the tech reporting space.



Chandraveer extends his passion for tech accessories into comprehensive reviews and curated buyer's guides, particularly in the realm of mechanical keyboards. With an academic background in design and manufacturing, his insatiable curiosity spans beyond the digital domain. Chandraveer's downtime is an eclectic mix of reading fiction, experimenting with 3D printing, curating an expansive library of FLAC audio, and indulging in leisurely drives.
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